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Y QMA D’ Auteroche gives the fol-
m("’“‘ﬂ, a lowing defcription of the
| ) I . |

_%,. city of Mexicos

t& (® ¢ WE arrived at Mexico
. 37 Wy on Eafter Day, March 26,
LYV :F)-} at hoon. Before we entered
b AN e s “the city, we met the mar-
QMU S’ & quis de 1a Torre, Infpeltor
of infantry. The moment he faw us, he went
and gave notice of cur arrival to the viceroy,
-who fent orders that we fhould be fuffered to
enter the city without any fearch, and conduét-
ed to the houfe of the Jefuits, where a lodgiag

‘was prepared forus. 'Wehad no fooner alight--

«d there, but four gentlemen came to condu&
us to the palace. I am at.a lofs for words to
exprefs the friendfhip and politenefs thewn us
by -the marquis de Croix, viceroy of Mexico,
aud by his whole court. He leéft nothing un-
done to procure us whatever we withed for, and
to make our  fay at Mezxico agreeable to wus.
‘We had no table-but his own for the four days
we continued in town, and he was fo obliging
a8 to fend a cook to drefs victuals for durattend-
ants after the. French fafhion. Tlie next.d

“after.our arrival, he lent us one of the coaches
to go about the towns o

Mexico, the capital. of the provincé which
Bears that name,. is fituated on the banks of a
lake, and built upon a fen, croffed by a mul-
titude of canalgs, confequently the houfes are all
built upen piles. ‘The ground gives way in
many places, and many buildings are obferved
to have funk upwards of {ix feet, without any
vifible alteratinon in the body of the hoilding :
one of thefe is the cathedral, which I fhall fprak
of hereafter, - '

The ftreets of Mexico are very wide, per-
fectly ftrait, and almolt all interfe each other
at right angles. The houfes are telerably built,
but not much ornamented e¢ither within or with-
out ; their-make is the fame as in Spain.

There is no very remarkable edifice at Mexico.
The viceroy’s palace is in a fpacious and pretty
regular fquare, with a fountain in the middle.
/The only merit of this palace is, that it is built
very folid. No decerations are to, be found
there, Within its circumference are three
handfome court-yards, with each a fountain in
the middla. The mint ftands behind this pa-
kice, and is a noble building. Upwards of
100 workmen are couftantly employed there in
coining pialtres for the king of Spain, out of
tne enormous malles of filver brought thither
by the owners of the mines; who exchange
them for.coin. 1t is faid, about 14 millions of
phaftres are itruck yearly in this mint. °

The malt {fumptuous buildings are the
churches, chapels, and convents. There are a
great many in this city, which are very richly
arnamented, and among others the cathedral.
The rail round the high altar iy felid filver 5 and
what is ftill more coftly, there is a flver lamp,
§9 capacious that three men get in to clean it :

¢his lamp is enriched with figures of lions’ heads,

city. The fecond, adjoining

set deau in the middle.

and other ornaments of pure gold, ‘The infide
pillars are bung with rich crimion velvet, en-
riched with 2 broad gold fringe. This profu.
fion of riches M the churches at Mexico is not
very furprifing to whoever has feen the cathe-
dral of Cadiz, and the immenfe treafures con-
tained in it, Gold and precious ftones are
there Javifhed uvpon the facred veffels and orna-
ments ; and the images of the holy Virin and
other faints are either {olid filver, or ¢lad in the

-richeflt garments.

The outfide of the cathedral of Mexico is
unfinifhed, and likely to continue fo 3 they ave
afraid of 1nereafing the weight of the building,
which already begins to link, as before no-
ticed. Ifhall fay nothing of the other churches,
I believe there are as many as there are faints in
the calendar, |

The city of Mexico contains three {quarea;
the firft 33 the MHMaior or great {quare fronying
the palace, the cathedral, and the market-
place, which is a double fquare furrounded with
buildings : this fquare 13 in the center of the
to this, 15 the
[quare called del Volador, wheve the bull-feafts
are held., Thethird, is that of Santo Domingo.
‘Thefe fquares are toldrably rezular, and each
has a feuntain in the middle. To the north of
the town, nearthe fuburbs, is the public walk,
or Alameda. A rivulet runs all round it, and
forms -a pretty large fquare, with a bafon and
Eight walks, with each
two rows of trees, terminate at this bafon like

'a, ftar ; but as the foil of Mexico is unfit for.

trees, they are not in 4 very thriving condition.

“This is the only walk in v+ near to Mexico s all
-the country
full of canals,

about it s fwampy ground, and
A few paces off; and facing the
Alameda, is the Quemadero g this is the place
where they burn the Jews, and other unhappy
vi€tims cof the awful tribunal .of inquifition,
This Quemadero is an enclofure between four
walls, and flled with ovens, into which are
thrown, over the walls, the poor wretches who
are condemned to be burnt alive; condemned,

by judges profefling a rcligion whofe firft pre-

cepot is charlty.

The fhort ftay we made at Mexico did not |

permit me to take a fuller furvey of the place.
I wagtold there was da Spanifh playheule, but
I was not temptéd to go. I bad enough of one
at Cadiz. | _

I found a Frenchman at Mexico who fpoke
the Spanith and Mexican languages tolerably
well, and was perfectly acquainted with afl this
country, having lived in it many years, I-took

him for my interpreter, as 1 thought he would

be very ferviceable to me for the remainder of
our journey, and efpecially in California. As
we went further an, we were to mceet with
Indians more favage than before; the viceroy
therefore thought proper to give us a puard of
three foldiers,: to defend ws againft the robbers
who infelt thofe parts. Troops of ficyrce and

unconquered Indians, cailled by the Spaniards

lardies bravss, attack travellers'when 'they find
themfelves ftrongeft, murder them, or at leaft,
atter ftripping and tying them to the neigh-
bouring trees, they carry. off their mules and
baggagze to fome byé places, known to none but
themfielves, where -they fhare the money, and
hide the relt of the booty. Our guides toid us,
that fome of the forefts and tnountains we
pafled by, conceal immenle treafures hoarded

' this
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fees an Indiaw thus mafked, the fafeft wav is to
be beforehnnd with him, and to kill him if poi-
fible. WViewere 1o lucky as to meet with none.
Haviog provided ourfelves with.neceflinien for
our journey, we fet out from Mexico the zath
of March 1769, M. Doz and Mr. Medina had

‘hired a whecl carriage, but for my part as I

had been told we fhonld meet with bad roads, .
I chofe to go oon-hosfeback. *Tis true ¥ did,
not ride the eafier for it, but 1 efcaped 4 thou-
fand mifchaoces which befel our two Spanith
oflicers, and which retarded us more than
once, |

- From Mexico to San-Blzs, where we were
to embark to crefs the Vermeille fea, they
reckon abowt 190 leagues. The farther you go
from Mexico, the fewer habliations you meet
with, and the road is often very rongh, dane.
gerous, 2nd full of precipices. In molt piaces
where we ftopped, we hardly. found bread, and
every thing in that part of the country wears
the tace of the' moft pinching peaury.

Torty leagues from Mexico. we found the
little town of ()Yuerg:_'taro. remarkable for a very
famous manufatory of cloth. This town is
pretty well built; it ftands againft the flope of
a mountain, which is joined to another, farther
oft and higlier, by a .nehle aguedudt, which
conveys the water frO® the upper to the lower
end, from whende it flows to all parts of the
town. This aquedu® 18 a very folid piece of

wworkmanthip. Thele kind of works are very

commor in Mexico, and are the, caly re-
markabie performances in the waf of build- -
ing.)

1t-was near Queretaro that I had the fatis-
faction, repeatedly to fee.a phEnomenon re-
alizéd, which I 'had ofteger fulpe@ed than feen
in France ; 1 wmean the lightnifg rifing fraom the
carth inftead of itluing from the cloud, as it is
commonly thought to do., .

On the 3d-of April in the evening, being
ther nicar Molino, a little hamlet about thirty-
fix lcagues from Mexice, 1 cbferved to the

| touth a great black cloud, at a modérate height
| abave the harizon: the whole hemifphere about

ur had a fiery afpe@. This cloud was fup-
ported, as 1t were, with three columas at equal
diftances, and their bafis almoft met the hgti-
zon. All the while it remained in this Gatg,
frequent and fmart flafbes of lightning appeared
in three places of the cloud over thefe columne:
and at the {ame time ftreams of cle@rical light
darted frem the correfpondent points of the
horizon be¢low, as.in an aurora borealis. Soon
after, the cloud came lower down, and then it
was that we faw -inceffant_lightnings rifing like
fo many fky rockets, and flathing at the top of
the cloud.. T was the more convinced that I was
not n:iftaken, as in this obfervation, the fielt
who (~ok notice of the ph&nomenun were, all
my altendants, the interpreter, the foldiers,
none of whom could be under the influence of
any fyiltematic prejudice. ' Once only the light-
ning feemed to iffue from the cloud. Twe
days after, we faw the fame thing again, and
plainly diftinguithed the lightning tiling from
the ground, nor was its motion fo fwilt but
what we could difcern its origin .and direc
tion, |

Eight days after we had left Mexico, we ar-
rived at Guadalaxara. This is a coufiderabie
town, and a bifhopric, We refted two days in
places it was what I greatly wanted,.after

up by thefe bandittis they are eafily known by ja journey of a hundred leagues, upon forry
a handkerchief which tht‘Y hold between thtir_ mulqﬂ;‘r and in"bad WCRHI{:"I‘ rﬂ'ﬂd"dt:[t:ﬂab}c

tecth to hide their faces. - When a traveller
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roads.
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